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would have to cut away part of the neck and leave it to mend ?
The blemishes they saw were an integral part of India. Yet
they hacked at them and left it at that. No doubt their
motives were admirable, but the results were deplorable."
" What do you think the British should have done, then ? "
" Set up a new system to take the place of the old. Once
the old, direct, personal chain of authority was broken,
the country was like a horse without a rider. It needed to
be ruled. The British did not rule. They ran the machinery
and hoped that everything would turn out for the.best.
How could it ? They introduced the European idea of
representative government and allowed it to spread through-
out the land. But they didn't force education upon the
people fast enough to equip them to run representative
institutions."
" But surely the increasing of education was one of the
matters which was attracting the most attention from the
British Government just prior to the hand-over," I suggested.
" Oh yes, they were preparing to do something when it
was already too late. The time to make the whole population
literate was before the Indian leaders had studied in England
and returned determinedf to apply modern methods."
" But that would have involved terrific expense and would
have meant clapping on the heaviest of taxes, wouldn't it ? "
I queried.
" Of course," Assa replied.
" Wasn't there plenty of trouble over the taxes that were
applied ? " I pursued. " I seem to remember that Gandhiji
encouraged non-payment of taxes as one of the most
effective of non-violent methods against the British
Government."                                           .'
" That was all part of the game," he laughed. " It was
already too late by then. It would have been far better for
India in the long run if the later generations of British
administrators had remained as bold as the early ones. Oh,
I know that I've just finished accusing them of careless
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